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1. As o preface to tiip, diccusaiorij •>?. . ;H lgeE. called attention 
to his lootin'# of 35 Jure on the situation countered by ti* Germans 
w!«n they invaded the Iferaine in l?Ul end their foil' ire lo exploit 
tiieir favorable recaption* 

2. v.hilo it is true that ,ucny of the facto re existing among 

the various Russian sdncrity croups in those day® ore still capable 
of favorable exploitation by the US, it 'oust bo realised that con- 
ditiona have changed* Rife character and constriction of those ethnic 
groups hflj/e been con&Ldcrably altered bocauaci (a) of the continued 
predoalnance of the Orest Ruhalano over all other ednorltlas,' (b) enai*-. 
hilation of previous collaborators, and (c) resettlement an) absorption 
of jxJ^Mritgr groups In other areas, and (d) present inacceeaability of .. 
raiJxorf'ty groups to outsids'' influence and propaganda due to iron curtain ' 
controls* “ 

■\J, in connection with the above points, it isust be reosabered i, 

thaVViien thr Oemano Invaded Russia, those croupe strongly' hopod end 
believed that there na a good chance the an any would free then free a - y 
regime wlilch they otoeted, but after their unfortunate experience 
with tho Germans, end oc a result of constant Soviet propaganda and ’ 
lad: of outside infwaatloe, tholr attitude has considerably changed* 

li* Any attempt to exploit these rroupc today stunt be carefully 
handled* It mart be realised that D those groups have qiny divergent ; ■ 

views and while. “they, nay all roitet rnvdrably to oortalh apfUMjacbear, . 
other approaches or Iraidas any offon) one nrsyp yet ploaisc another, .. 

5* All rxinority>groupo, lueiuiing tho jjrcat rtusslunn, are autilally 
dissatisfied with • the follooinp- art! w-.'.lt*. pwbably meet favorably if 
properly approached. 

, t ■ (a) Colldctivi*n of ccri culture. 

(b) Reginentatton of industrial worhoroj ii«. denial of 
fccedoa to efelaet aapZoyiasnt. * 

* . (c) nostro fbrpeaoe} i.e., tiie Govietu continually point 
the !!*■„ as an orfyestor, where as tho 7.5. mist rev e rse 
'* tills propaganda, Wilzerr tsbnitc, luswover,. that >n is not 

optSndotie in penetrating the iron curtain with propaganda, 

3rC , ~ :.’ ! A' 5 * It should 
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5 It should also bo recognised that too Great Russians are 
proT*lof their doaiaant position in tho government, both under tfe 
Cxgy, and the .'Grists, this hac caused considerable resentaer.t 
anw«; other group®. 

7. All groups are united in giving credit to the Soviets for 
creating the unification of the present Russian state, and because 
of this are willing to overlook aany defects in the Soviet syatats. 
In view of this attitude, tie U.5. should pursue a neutral policy 
with regard to any dlsaeratorraent of the BBSS. The answer night be 
a policy of s«lf -determination which would probably be acceptable 
to all groups. Such a polity, however, suet be handled with great 
care, otherwise the Ituastan people will suspect that behind ouch a 
policy we intend to dieawsbor their country. 

8. Hilger closed with, an interesting theory — that if the 
pressure becosws too strong between East and W^st, Stalin sight 
offer to stay out of the Western Haaiqpbare lh retard for the D.S. 
giving him a free hand in the rest of the world. This would prob- 
ably appeal to many Jjasrlcans in the light of Hoover* a recant speech 
Stalin could then take Ms tine in co n so l idating his area ted com- 
plete the d oat nation of the rest of the world at his leisure. 
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